How to use probable passages:

Step 1- Select the story for students to read, and choose about ten vocabulary words students should learn.  After providing them with student-friendly definitions and allowing them an opportunity to practice saying the words out loud, have them record each of the new terms on the top of their sheet. (See Classroom Handouts)

Step 2-Review the meaning of each story element and have the students categorize each new vocabulary word into the story element they feel makes the most sense. 

Step 3-Before reading the story, students will write a probable passage by using the words from each of the story element categories they placed them in.

Step 4-After reading the story, students will reflect on their predicted story passage by writing a new summary paragraph that includes all of the story elements.
